
Weatherproof
•	 Leach resistant treatment 
•	 Fully fixed for permanent protection
•	 Based on polymer technology

Weather resistant, fire 
retardant timber - 
assured long term 
protection

Safety guaranteed
•	 Full certification
•	 Independently tested
•	 Free from halogenated compounds

Maintenance free
•	 No further treatment necessary
•	 No coating required
•	 Fire retardant protection for the timber’s full service life 

Fire retardant
•	 Treated to Euroclass B (EN 13501-1)
•	 Tested to EN 13823
•	 Complies with Construction  

Products Regulation

Timber
•	 Tested on a wide variety of wood species
•	 Applicable for all designs
•	 With PEFC or FSC® certification

SAFEWOOD® Select

technology

Innovation by ForecoInnovation by Foreco
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Fire retardant treatments in 
compliance with European 
standards 

SafeWood® Select provides proven, 
maintenance-free,	fire	retardant	treated	

wood. The wood is protected by an 
advanced	polymer-based	fire	retardant	

formulation (NON-COM® Exterior) that 
allows the use of the treated timbers in outdoor 

or severely damp situations without the need for 
further	protection.	In	the	event	of	fire,	the	fire	retardant	

ingredients react with combustible gases in the wood and 
convert them to carbon char, carbon dioxide and water. The surface char acts 
as an insulator for the underlying wood and substantially extends the period 
before	“flashover”	occurs.

SAFEWOOD® Select at Meander Medical Centre

Western Red Cedar 
facade

In Amersfoort a beautiful modern 
hospital has recently been build. The 
use of timber cladding has given the 
Meander Medical Centre a professional 
and friendly appearance. Carpenters 
from Foreco Timber Structures 
mounted a framework on the outer 
wall to apply the timber cladding.  The 
framework consists of a backbone 
structure of spruce beams and a metal 
sandwich	panel	which	is	filled	with	
high-quality	insulation	and	finished	with	
a	black	UV	resistant	and	fire	retardant	
foil. The external timber cladding was 
given	a	fire	retardant	treatment	with	
SafeWood® Select.

Architect: AtelierPro
Assembly: Foreco timber constructions

Heating
Heating forms combustible gases

The process
Counteracting elements bind the 
combustible gases

The result
A protective layer of char is formed
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at Meander Medical Centre

Long-life, weather resistant, fire retardant 
treatment 
SafeWood® Select timbers are treated in an industrial vacuu-pressure 
impregnation	plant	where	the	fire	retardant	substance	is	fixated	in	the	
timber so it cannot leach from the wood. NON-COM® Exterior is an 
advanced,	weather	resistant	fire	retardant	system	based	on	polymer	
technology. There is a negligible loss of bending strength and impact 
resistance of the timber and the resulting SafeWood® Select has 
excellent	long-term	fire	retardant	protection.	

Student 
accommodation

A noise reducing wall has been 
installed at the student complex “De 
Kwekerij”	in	Zwolle.	The	wall	also	
provides for a bicycle shed and an 
underground garbage facility. Little 
maintenance is required due to 
the choice of color and material. A 
combination of WaxedWood® Color 
and SafeWood® Select was used. for 
the project 
 
Architect: Sacon Architecten
Photography: Foreco

Maintenance-free, fire retardant timber in 
accordance with the Construction Products 
Regulation
SafeWood® Select offers a unique solution for exterior 
cladding applications since no maintenance or coatings 
are required. The product complies with the 
Construction Products Regulation for its full 
service life.This makes SafeWood® Select the 
ideal solution for open and closed cladding 
systems and an excellent and assured choice 
for public buildings such as schools or 
hospitals. 



page 4   |   SafeWood® Select

Lively green cladding 
of NobelWood®

This project in Amsterdam has been 
designed to include ‘lively green’ 
cladding to create a positive effect 
on the surrounding environment. The 
building contains 71 homes and a 
school with an indoor sports facility. 
The outer wall is made of brick with 
NobelWood® cladding. Plants grow 
on the timber cladding to make it 
lively and green. 

A combination of SafeWood® Select 
and NobelWood® unites 
state-of-the-art	wood	modification	
and	fire	retardant	treatment	in	
a unique, maintenance-free, safe 
product. 

Architect: Architectenbureau Paul de Ruiter
Photography: John Lewis Marshall

SAFEWOOD® Select at Fiep Westendorp in Amsterdam

40-year track record and 
fully tested

The technology for SafeWood® 
Select has an impressive 40-year track 

record of proven stability and safety in 
numerous	significant	projects	in	Western	

Europe and the United States.  The 
technology has been independently tested 

and	comprehensively	certified.	The	UK	Wood	
Protection Association (WPA) has recognised 

NON-COM® Exterior as the only Approved-status, 
leach	resistant,	fire	retardant	treatment	for	timber.

Single Burning Item (SBI) testing to EN 13823



Maintaining appearance and structural properties
The SafeWood® Select treatment lets you consciously choose and 
maintain	the	color	and	structure	of	specific	timber	species.	After	
impregnation, a controlled kiln-drying and high-temperature curing 
schedule returns the timber to the required moisture content and 
the	fire	retardant	treatment	forms	a	permanently	bonded	water-
insoluble resin. The impregnation and drying process does not affect 
the high-quality appearance and structural properties of the timber. 

Home-care building

The bottom level of the ICARE 
home-care foundation building in 
Assen is clad with SafeWood® Select 
Western	Red	Cedar.	Since	the	fire	re-
tardant	treatment	is	fully	fixed	in	the	
timber, there is no need for further 
protection against weathering. As you 
can see, these two bottom sections 
have suffered less weathering from 
sunlight than the untreated upper 
levels.
 
Architect: Architecten- en Ingenieursbureau 
Abel Eisma Glas
Photography: Foreco
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at Fiep Westendorp in Amsterdam

Features of SafeWood® Select
•	 Upgrades	fire	performance	to	Euroclass	B	(EN	13501-1)
•	 Dramatically	reduces	flame	spread	and	heat	release
•	 Low smoke generation
•	 Substantially	extends	the	period	before	“flashover”	occurs

Beneficial in the long term

Time

SafeWood® Select: 
maintenance-free

C
os

ts

Products requiring 
maintenance



page 6   |   SafeWood® Select

Reitdiep, Groningen

In 2012 new apartments in Reitdiep 
were completed. The cladding is 
made of SafeWood® Select face band 
sawn channel sidings of Siberian 
Larch. The building is situated at the 
new marina, so it is essential that the 
facades are maintenance-free under 
severely humid circumstances. The 
apartments	have	four	floors	with	
living areas, which all have SafeWood® 
Select cladding. 
 
 
Architect: Oving Architecten
photography: Jim Ernst

SAFEWOOD® Select at Reitdiep in Groningen

SafeWood® (Color) as an alternative for SafeWood® Select
As well as SafeWood®	Select,	Foreco	offers	an	alternative	fire	retardant	product:	
SafeWood®. 
This	product	has	the	same	fire	retardant	characteristics,	but	is	not	entirely	
weatherproof. This treatment is suitable for interior, humid interior and weather-
protected exterior applications without the need for coating. With coating, 
SafeWood® (Color) can also be used for full exterior applications. The range of 
SafeWood®	products	provides	a	flexible	and	cost-effective,	fire	retardant	system	
for every situation.

SafeWood® Select
Exterior or severely damp 
situations

SafeWood® (Color)
Interior and weather-protected 
exterior applications



Cladding at Groningen 
school

The ‘Vensterschool’ in Groningen has 
expanded its buildings to create more 
space for a kindergarten and child-care 
centre. A cladding of SafeWood® Select 
treated Siberian Larch was used for 
the extension, helping to create a more 
natural environment.
 
Architect: Architectenburo Eduard C. Gerds
Photography: Foreco 

SafeWood® Select   |   page 7

Timber with PEFC or FSC® certification
SafeWood® Select is a renewable building material sourced from 
sustainable managed forest areas, in accordance with the FSC® or PEFC 
standards, providing a high-quality, safe and assured choice of a 
sustainable material in the building industry.

at Reitdiep in Groningen

CE marking
Timber treated with SafeWood® Select technology can receive a CE 
marking	subject	to	specific	requirements.	Contact	us	for	more	details.

Model specification sheet 
A	model	specification	sheet	can	be	used	to	assure	the	correct	treatment	
with SafeWood®	Select.	Model	specification	sheets	are	available	on	
request - more information can be found on our website: www.foreco.nl
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WaxedWood® SafeWood®

NobelWood® SafeWood® Select

IJREKA SPEELTOESTELLEN

•	 Gecertificeerde	speeltoestellen
•	 Lange	levensduur
•	 Gunstig	in	prijs
•	 Specialist	in	maatwerk
•	 Ontwerp	van	complete	

speelomgevingen
•	 Spelen	staat	voorop

Innovatief	van	ForecoInnovatief	van	Foreco

IJreka playgroundsForeco timber constructions

Build sustainable - use wood!
Wood is the perfect sustainable building material. 
NobelWood®, developed by Foreco, is a prime 
example. Wood from sustainably managed 
forests is processed with innovative preservative 
technologies to offer a high performance 
construction material. Similarly, WaxedWood® 
is a durable, low-maintenance cladding material 
with built-in water repellence. Our SafeWood® 
technologies provide timber with fire protection.
Foreco timber products are sustainable and 
clean, with proven high performance, confirmed 
through certification and project warranties. We 
aim to provide effective and reliable products for 
wherever timber is to be used - from riverside 
water contact timbers to sustainable and safe 
cladding systems. 
Nature produces the renewable raw material, we 
extend its possibilities! 

www.foreco.nl

Innovation by ForecoSAFEWOOD® Select


